
Constitution of Ruritania 
 

Part I.  The Republic and Nation 
 

(1) Form of Government 

Ruritania is an independent democratic and social Republic with a parliamentary government. 

(2) Sovereignty of the People 

Sovereignty belongs to the people, from whom all governing powers derive. The people shall 

exercise their powers by referendums and through national and local representative bodies 

periodically elected by universal suffrage, secret ballot and proportional representation. 

(3) Supremacy of the Constitution 

All powers shall be exercised strictly in accordance with this Constitution, which is the supreme 
and fundamental law of Ruritania.  All Acts of Parliament, treaties, regulations, orders, and other 

laws, which are incompatible with this Constitution, shall be null and void. 

(4) Territory 

The Republic encompasses the territories of Ruritania recognised according to international law. 

No territory may be ceded by nor annexed to Ruritania except with the consent of a majority its 

inhabitants expressed in a referendum organised for this purpose in accordance with the law. 

(5) Citizenship 

Every person born in Ruritania, and every person born of at least one parent who was at the 

time of their birth a citizen of Ruritania, shall be a citizen of the Republic. Further provision for 

the acquisition and loss of citizenship by birth, marriage or naturalisation may be made by Act of 

Parliament; provided, that no person shall lose citizenship except by voluntary renunciation.  

(6) Universal Suffrage 

The right of suffrage in referendums and in parliamentary and local elections shall extend to all 

citizens, male and female, who have reached the age of 18 years; provided, that persons serving 

a custodial sentence for a criminal offence and persons under legal guardianship on grounds of 

severe mental incapacity may be excluded from the suffrage according to law. Provision may be 

made by law for the exercise of the suffrage by citizens who are resident outside the territory of 

the Republic.    

(7) Official Language  

Ruritanian is the official language of Ruritania. Provision shall nevertheless be made by law for 

the protection of recognised minority languages and for the use of such languages in addition to 

Ruritanian in Parliament, the courts, public education, broadcasting, and public administration.   

(8) National Symbols 

The national anthem and flag of Ruritania shall be determined by Act of Parliament.  

Part II. Rights and Liberties of Citizens 
 

(9) Equality before the Law 

All citizens of Ruritania, irrespective of sex, nationality, race, religion, language, or social status, 

are equal before the law. All hereditary titles and noble privileges are hereby abolished. Civic 

honours shall not be hereditary, and shall not confer any legal privileges upon their holders. 



 

 

(10) Freedom of Religion 

Freedom of religion and of conscience, and of worship and of religious practice, is guaranteed 

subject only to such laws as may be necessary to protect public order and morality, or to protect 

the rights of others. There shall be no established religion and no person shall be subject to any 

discrimination or disqualification on account of their religion, faith or principles. This provision 

shall not, however, prohibit the state from making grants of public money, on an equitable basis, 

to support the charitable, educational and cultural activities of bona fide religious organisations.  

(11) Property Rights 

Private property is recognized and guaranteed by law. Expropriation of private property for the 

public interest can be required only by a law and with prior payment of full compensation. 

(12) Personal Liberty  

The liberty of the person is inviolable, and no person shall be deprived of liberty expect in 

accordance with the law. Every person who is arrested or detained shall be informed promptly, 

in a language which he or she understands, of the reasons for his or her arrest or detention and 

the charge against him or her. Any person arrested or detained shall be brought promptly before 

a judge or magistrate and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release pending 

trial. Release may be conditioned by guarantees to appear for trial. Everyone who has been the 

victim of arrest or detention in contravention of the provisions of this article shall have an 

enforceable right to compensation. 

(13) Right of Habeas Corpus 

Every person who is deprived of his or her liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take 

proceedings by which the lawfulness of the arrest or detention shall be decided speedily by a 

court and his or her release ordered if the detention is not lawful.  

(14) Right to a Fair and Public Trial  

Everyone shall have the right to a fair trial before an impartial court, including the right to legal 

representation, the right to prepare a defence, and the right to be confronted with the evidence 

against them. Criminal trials shall be in public, except in cases where the court shall deem a trial 

in camera necessary for the protection of public morality or public order, or in the interests of 

justice. The right to trial by jury in criminal cases, as hitherto guaranteed under the law, shall not 

be infringed.    

(15) Right of Appeal in Criminal Matters 

Everyone convicted of a criminal offence by a court shall have the right to have his or her 

conviction or sentence reviewed by a higher court. The exercise of this right, including the 

grounds on which it may be exercised, shall be governed by law 

(16) No Double Jeopardy 

No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again in criminal proceedings for an offence for 

which he or she has already been finally acquitted or convicted in accordance with the law, 

except in cases where there is evidence of new or newly discovered facts, or if there has been a 

fundamental defect in the previous proceedings, which could affect the outcome of the case. 

(17) No Punishment without Law 

No one shall be punished for any criminal offence except by the sentence of a court applied 

according to the law in effect at the time of the commission of the offence. No law creating any 

criminal offence, or increasing any punishment for an offence, shall have any retroactive effect. 



(18) Prohibition of Capital Punishment  

There shall be no death penalty.  

(19) Prohibition of Torture 

No person shall be subject to torture, nor to any cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or 

punishment.  

(20) Compensation for Miscarriage of Justice 

Victims of a miscarriage of justice, and those who have suffered wrongful imprisonment, or 

whose rights under this Part have been violated, shall be compensated according to law. 

(21) No Imprisonment for Debt 

There shall be no imprisonment for debt or for failure to fulfil a contractual obligation. 

(22) Prohibition of Slavery 

There shall be no slavery, involuntary servitude, debt-bondage, or forced labour.   

(23) Freedom of Speech 

Freedom of speech, of writing and of the press, shall be guaranteed, subject only to such laws as 

may be necessary to protect public morality, to prevent incitement to violence and disorder, and 

to protect the reputations of persons against defamation.   

(24) Freedom of Assembly 

The right of peaceful assembly, public gatherings and protest is guaranteed, subject only to such 

limits as may be imposed by law and are necessary for the protection of public order and safety.  

(25) Freedom of Association 

Freedom of association, including the freedom to form, to join, and to leave, any trade union, 

political party, voluntary society, or other lawful organisation, shall be guaranteed.  

(26) Freedom of Movement 

Everyone lawfully within the territory of the Republic shall, within that territory, have freedom 

of movement, and freedom to choose his or her residence, subject only to such limits imposed by 

law as are reasonable in a democratic society on grounds of national security or public safety.  

(27) Rights of Ingress and Egress  

No citizen of Ruritania shall be expelled from the territory of Ruritania, nor deprived of the right 

to enter the territory. All persons shall have the right to leave Ruritania, except in so far as this 

right may be limited by law in the case of fugitives from justice and persons on bail or parole.  

(28) Inviolability of Domicile 

The home is inviolable. No one may enter or search a person’s domicile or any private residence 

without permission of the householder, except in case of flagrante delicto or upon the authority 

of a judicial warrant issued according to law. 

(29) Privacy Rights 

Secrecy of correspondence and of personal communication, whether electronically or by other 

means, is guaranteed.  It may be infringed only on the authority of a judicial warrant issued 

according to law, on grounds of national security or to detect and prevent serious crimes. 

(30) Freedom of Information  

The people shall have the right of general access on request to official files, documents and other 

official information, subject only to reasonable restrictions established by law on grounds of 

national security, diplomatic immunity, commercial confidentiality, or to protect the integrity of 

judicial processes.  



(31) Right of Petition 

Every citizen has the right to petition the public authorities for redress of grievances.  

(32) Restriction of Rights During Emergencies 

In the event of war, severe public unrest, disaster, or other grave public emergency, Parliament 

may declare a State of Emergency by means of a resolution passed by an absolute majority of its 

members. If Parliament is not in session, a State of Emergency may be provisionally declared by 

the Council of Ministers, subject to approval and confirmation by Parliament within ten days. 

During a State of Emergency the Council of Ministers may enact ordinances having the force of 

law, which may limit or suspend the rights guaranteed by Articles 11, 12, 13, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 

29 and 30 to the extent necessary for the security of the state, the preservation of public order, 

or the protection of life and property. Unless sooner terminated by the Council of Ministers, a 

State of Emergency shall continue for ninety days, after which it may be extended for further 

periods of ninety days, by a resolution of Parliament passed by a two-thirds majority of its 

members. Ordinances enacted under this Article shall be subject to judicial review and shall 

cease to have effect immediately upon the expiry or termination of the State of Emergency.  

Part III. Directive Principles of Social and Economic Policy 
 

(33) Application of Directive Principles 

The principles set forth in this Part shall not be directly justiciable in any court, except in so far 

as they are translated into justiciable rights by Act of Parliament, but shall provide direction to 

the legislature and executive, and shall guide the judiciary in interpreting this Constitution. 

(34) Development of the Economy 

The Republic shall promote the development of the national economy in accordance with the 

principle of full employment and shall regulate commerce for the public good, with particular 

regard for the interests of workers, consumers, local communities and the environment.  

(35) Protection of Workers and Family Life 

The Republic shall protect the well-being of workers and the sanctity of family life by regulating 

maximum working hours, by establishing public holidays and ensuring adequate paid leave in 

accordance with the law, and by providing opportunities for affordable sport and recreation. 

(36) Public Ownership 

Subject to the provisions of Article 11, public services and infrastructure, as well as industries of 

national importance, may be brought into public ownership by law and managed cooperatively 

for the public good.  

(37) Education  

All citizens have the right to education. The Republic shall ensure the fulfillment of this right by 

providing universal public primary and secondary education, by supporting higher, technical 

and vocational education, and by supporting public libraries, museums and cultural institutes. 

(38) Public Health  

The state shall promote public health through the provision of public hospitals, hospices, and 

medical insurance, and by taking measures to improve housing, nutrition and sanitation.  

(39) Relief of Poverty  

The state shall take measures to relieve poverty and shall ensure adequate provision for the 

support of all citizens in circumstances of unemployment, sickness, disability, or old age. 



(40) Marriage and the Family 

Marriage and the family enjoy the protection of the State. Provision shall be made by law for the 

care and support of parents and children. Women have equal rights with men in private law and 

in all fields of economic, social, cultural and political activity. 

Part IV. The President 
 

(41) Head of State    

There shall be a President of the Republic who, as a non-partisan and non-executive Head of 

State, shall perform only such ceremonial, civic and constitutional functions as are entrusted to 

the President by this Constitution. The President shall act only in accordance with the advice of 

the Council of Ministers and with the countersignature of the Prime Minister or a responsible 

Minister, except in so far as this Constitution either: (a) requires the President to act upon the 

advice and with the countersignature of the Speaker of Parliament or some other official or 
authority; or (b) permits the President to act according to his or her own personal discretion.  

(42) Command of the Armed Forces 

The President shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. All officers of the Armed 

Forces shall be commissioned by the President in the name and on behalf of the Republic. The 

President shall exercise these powers in accordance with the advice of the Council of Ministers.  

(43) International Representation 

The President, on the advice of the Council of Ministers, shall: (a) conduct foreign relations on 

behalf of the Republic; (b) appoint and dismiss ambassadors, consuls, and other diplomatic 

officials according to law; (c) receive the diplomatic representatives accredited to Ruritania by 

foreign states and international organisations; and (d) with the prior consent of Parliament, 

which shall be given in accordance with Article 78, ratify treaties and international agreements.  

(44) Awarding Civic Honours 

The President, acting in accordance with his or her own discretion but in accordance with any 

general provisions laid down by law governing eligibility, may award civic honours to citizens 

who have distinguished themselves in the service of the Republic in political, administrative, 

diplomatic, military or judicial office, or have greatly contributed to the public good in the arts, 

science, jurisprudence, commerce, religion, or charitable or philanthropic service. Honours shall 

be awarded only on merit. They not be sold nor offered in return for party-political services  

(45) Election of the President 

The President shall be elected by the members of Parliament voting by secret ballot and by a 

two-thirds majority vote. Provided, that if after three ballots no candidate has received a two-

thirds majority of votes cast, an absolute majority vote shall suffice for subsequent ballots; and if 

after a further three ballots no candidate has received an absolute majority, the candidate who 

has received the fewest votes shall be eliminated, and voting shall continue until a candidate is 

elected by an absolute majority, or until there is only one candidate remaining who shall thereby 

be elected.  

(46) Eligibility 

Every citizen of Ruritania who is at least thirty-five years of age, eligible to vote in general 

elections, and nominated by at least ten members of Parliament, is eligible for the presidency. 

(47) Incompatibilities 

The President shall not be a Member of Parliament, nor hold any other public office, nor have 

any other occupation incompatible with the dignity and independence of the presidency. 



(48) Term of Office 

The President shall hold office for six years and shall be eligible for re-election only once.   

(49) Date of Elections 

The election of the President takes place during the last sixty days of the incumbent’s term of 

office. If the President dies in office, resigns, or is removed from office, the election of a new 

President shall be completed within sixty days. If Parliament is dissolved when a presidential 

election is due, the election shall take place within sixty days of the first meeting of the new 

Parliament following a general election.  

(50) Oath of Office 

The President upon entering office shall take the following oath in the presence of Parliament:- ‘I 

[name], being duly elected to the office of President of the Republic of Ruritania, shall obey, uphold 
and defend the Constitution of Ruritania, and shall perform my duties as President to the best of my 

ability, without fear or favour. (So help me God).’  

(51) Removal from Office 

The President may be removed from office only on the grounds of misconduct, treason, neglect 

of duty or incapacity, by means of a resolution of Parliament passed by a two-thirds majority of 

its members. 

(52) Absence or Inability of the President 

During the absence of the President from Ruritania, and if the President is unable to perform his 

or her duties, the Speaker of Parliament shall deputise for the President. Likewise, whenever the 

office of the President is vacant, the Speaker of Parliament shall serve as acting Head of State.  

(53) Salary and Official Residence 

The salary of the President shall be determined by law, but shall not be increased or diminished 

during the President’s continuance in office. Provision shall also be made by law for the 

establishment of an official residence for the President and for the payment of reasonable 

allowances to the President to defray the costs of duty travel and official entertainments.  

Part V. Parliament 

 
(54) Functions of Parliament 

Parliament is the supreme legislative, representative and deliberative assembly, which shall 

have the authority, subject to this Constitution: (a) to enact, amend and repeal all laws for the 

peace, order and good government of the Republic; (b) to levy taxes, duties and charges, to 

authorize public expenditures, and to supervise public finances; (c) to approve treaties and 

international agreements; (d) to declare war; and (e) to supervise and scrutinize the Council of 

Ministers and public administration and to exercise parliamentary control over their actions.  

(55) Composition of Parliament 

Parliament shall be composed of one hundred and fifty members, or such greater number of 

members as may from time to time by prescribed by Act of Parliament. They shall be elected by 

the enfranchised citizens, by secret ballot, using a system of proportional representation that 

ensures: (a) the representation of each political party in accordance with the share of the votes 

cast for the lists or candidates of each party; and (b) representation of multi-member electoral 

constituencies in accordance with the size of the population thereof at the most recent census.  

(56) Qualifications 

Subject to Article 57, every citizen who has reached the age of twenty-one years and is 

nominated for election as prescribed by law, shall be eligible for election to Parliament.  



(57) Disqualifications  

The following persons shall not be eligible to Parliament: (a) persons holding a judicial, military 

or diplomatic office, or civil servants; (b) any person under the protection of a foreign power; (c) 

undischarged bankrupts; and (d) any person who is currently serving a custodial sentence of at 

least six months’ duration for a criminal offence, or is released on parole from such sentence.    

(58) Oath of Office 

Every person elected to Parliament before taking their seat shall take the following oath:- ‘I 

[name], being elected to as a member of Parliament shall obey, uphold and defend the Constitution 

of Ruritania, and will perform my duties as a member of Parliament to the best of my ability, 

without fear or favour. (So help me God).’   

(59) Term of Office 
Subject to the provisions of Articles 60 and 61, Parliament shall be elected to serve for a term of 

four years from the date of its election. Parliament shall be deemed dissolved on the completion 

of its term. General elections shall be held within thirty days after the dissolution of the previous 

Parliament, on a date to be specified by the President on the advice of the Council of Ministers.  

(60) Extraordinary Dissolution 

The President, acting on the advice and with the counter-signature of the Speaker of Parliament, 

shall dissolve Parliament within ten days: (a) if Parliament, by an absolute majority vote, passes 

a resolution calling for an extraordinary dissolution; or (b) if, following the failure of Parliament 

to nominate a Prime Minister, the Prime Ministerial candidate nominated by the President in 

accordance with Article 83 is rejected by an absolute majority of the members of Parliament.  

(61) Extension of Parliament’s Term in Emergencies 

During a war, disaster, or other severe public emergency which makes it impracticable to hold 

elections, Parliament may by a means of a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority vote of its 
members extend its term of office for up to six months. 

(62) Resignation of Members 

A member of Parliament may resign his or her seat, on grounds of illness or incapacity, or for 

personal or compassionate reasons, by submitting a letter of resignation to the Speaker. 

(63) Removal and Disqualification of Members 

A member of Parliament may be removed from office only for treason, gross misconduct or 

neglect of duty, and only by means of a resolution passed by a three-fourths majority of the 

members of Parliament, based upon the recommendation of the Parliamentary Bureau. In 

addition, any member of Parliament who is or becomes disqualified from being elected to 

Parliament in accordance with Article 57 shall be deemed to have forfeited his or her seat.  

(64) Vacancies  

In case of death, resignation, removal or disqualification of a member of Parliament, the vacancy 

shall be filled within three months by the selection of a substitute in the manner prescribed by 

law, but this shall not be necessary if a general election is due to take place within that period.   

(65) Sessions of Parliament 

Parliament shall be summoned and prorogued by the President acting on the advice of the 

Council of Ministers; provided that: (a) Parliament shall be summoned for at least one ordinary 

session each year, and shall not be prorogued during the first 180 days of its session without its 

own consent; (b) Parliament shall be summoned to meet within ten days after a general election; 

and (c) Parliament shall be summoned to meet within ten days if so requested by one-third of its 

members, by means of a petition signed by them and delivered to the Speaker of Parliament.    



(66) Speaker and Deputy Speaker  

Parliament shall elect its own Speaker and Deputy Speaker and shall prescribe their powers, 

duties, remuneration, and terms of office. The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker shall suspend 

their membership of any political party and must perform their duties in a non-partisan manner. 

(67) Parliamentary Privileges 

Every member of Parliament shall be privileged from arrest in going to and returning from, and 

while within the precincts of Parliament; and every member of Parliament shall be immune from 

prosecution except in cases of treason, electoral fraud, or breach of the peace, unless such 

immunity be lifted by a resolution of Parliament. No member of Parliament shall be amenable to 

any action or proceeding in any court, in respect of any utterance or vote in Parliament or its 

committees. All official reports and publications of Parliament shall likewise be privileged. 

(68) Powers of Parliament 

Parliament shall have the authority to: (a) make its own rules and Standing Orders, with power 

to attach penalties for their infringement; (b) ensure freedom of debate within Parliament, with 

guarantees for the rights of the opposition and minorities; (c) set its own order of business; (d) 

establish select committees with the power to summon witnesses and hear evidence on oath; (e) 

appoint Boards of Enquiry and to determine their composition and terms of reference; (f) keep 

its own library and archives, and protect its own official documents and the private papers of its 

members; (g) to keep order within its own precincts; and (h) to protect itself and its members 

against any interference or any attempt to corrupt its members in the exercise of their duties.  

(69) Parliamentary Bureau  

There shall be a Parliamentary Bureau, which shall be co-chaired by the Speaker and the Deputy 

Speaker, and which shall consist of one representative from each parliamentary party or group 

having at least ten members of Parliament. The Parliamentary Bureau shall be responsible for 

proposing Parliament’s timetable and order of business, for enforcing Standing Orders, and for 

the management of Parliament’s buildings, facilities, library, archives, and support staff.  

(70) Public Access 

Parliament and its committees shall be open to the public and to the press, and the journal of its 

proceedings shall be published for public use; provided, that Parliament or a committee may, by 

a two-thirds majority, resolve itself into a closed session for the discussion of matters requiring 

military or diplomatic secrecy. 

(71) Leader of the Opposition  

The leader of the largest party or group of members that is not part of the Government shall be 

designated by the Speaker as Leader of the Opposition, and shall have all rights and privileges 

customarily accorded to the Leader of the Opposition.  

(72) Salary and Allowances  

Members of Parliament shall receive a moderate salary and such reasonable allowances as may 

be provided by law; provided, that no law to increase such salary or allowance shall take effect 

until after a general election to Parliament has occurred. 

(73) Introduction of Bills 

Legislative bills may be introduced to Parliament by a Minister, by a relevant select committee, 

by any Member of Parliament, or by public petition.  Provided, however, that bills concerning 

taxation, appropriations, public loans, or other financial matters, may be introduced only by a 

responsible Minister. 



(74) Preparation of the Budget 

The budget shall be passed annually. The Council of Ministers shall prepare estimates of receipts 

and expenditure for each financial year and shall present them to Parliament before the close of 

the previous financial year.  

(75) Legislative Process 

Subject to any further provisions established by law or by the Standing Orders of Parliament, 

each bill shall be considered in four stages: (a) a first reading to establish the general principles 

and purposes of the bill; (b) detailed scrutiny in committee, which may include public hearings; 

(c) a second reading to consider the committee’s report and to discuss amendments to the bill; 

and (d) a third reading to approve or reject the bill as a whole. Except where this Constitution 

otherwise specifies, a bill shall pass if approved on its third reading by a simple majority of the 

members present and voting at a quorate session.  

(76) Presidential Assent 

Every bill passed by Parliament in accordance with this Constitution shall be presented by the 

Speaker of Parliament to the President for assent. The President shall within ten working days of 

receipt grant assent to all bills presented to him or her and enact them as law. Provided, that if 

the President, acting at his or her personal discretion, regards a bill as unconstitutional, he or 

she may refer the bill to the Supreme Court for a ruling on its constitutionality. If the Supreme 

Court, delivering its ruling within thirty days, rules that the bill is repugnant to the Constitution, 

the President shall withhold assent and shall return the bill to Parliament for re-consideration. If 

the Supreme Court rules that the bill is not repugnant to the Constitution, or if it fails to deliver a 

ruling within thirty days, the President shall grant assent to the bill without any further delay.  

(77) Regulatory Power 

Parliament may by law delegate the enactment of regulations to the Council of Ministers. Unless 

otherwise prescribed by law or by the Standing Orders of Parliament, regulations shall be laid 

before Parliament for at least 30 days before coming into effect. During that time regulations 

may be reviewed by an appropriate committee of Parliament, which shall have the authority to 

suspend a regulation, pending the approval or rejection of the regulation by a plenary session.    

(78) Parliamentary Ratification of Treaties and International Agreements 

Treaties and international agreements that commit Ruritania to a military alliance, or concern 

Ruritania’s membership of an international organization, union or confederation, or that permit 

the transfer of administrative, legislative or military powers to any such organization, union or 

confederation, may be ratified or denounced only if authorized by a resolution passed by a two-

thirds majority vote of Parliament. Other treaties and international agreements may be ratified 

or denounced if authorized by an absolute majority vote. Treaties and international agreements 

once duly ratified shall have directly applicable legal effect, subject only to this Constitution.     

(79) Parliamentary Regulation of the Armed Forces and War Powers 

The general organisation of the Armed Forces, including their recruitment, structure, pay, 

conditions of service and discipline, shall be regulated by Act of Parliament. War may be 

declared, or a general mobilization of the armed forces ordered, or armed forces deployed 

beyond the territory of the Republic on active service, only with the prior authorization of 

Parliament, by means of a resolution passed by an absolute majority vote. Provided, that in the 

event of an invasion of the national territory, or imminent attack against the Republic or its 

allies, the President on the advice of the Council of Ministers shall take immediate measures for 

the defence of the Republic, pending subsequent authorization of such measures by Parliament. 



Part VI. Council of Ministers 
 

(80) Executive Power 

Executive power is vested in the Council of Ministers, which shall consist of: (a) the Prime 

Minister, and (b) the Ministers responsible for the executive departments established by law.  

(81) Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister shall preside over the Council of Ministers, determine its agenda, and ensure 

the execution of its decisions. One of the Ministers shall be designated as Deputy Prime Minister, 

to advise and assist the Prime Minister as required and to deputise for the Prime Minister during 

any period when the Prime Minister is absent or unable to perform his duties.  

(82) Appointment of the Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister shall be nominated by a resolution of Parliament. The nomination of a Prime 

Minister shall take place as soon as possible after a general election and whenever the office of 

Prime Minister is vacant. On the basis of such nomination, the Prime Minister shall be formally 

appointed by the President, acting upon the counter-signature of the Speaker of Parliament.  

(83) Failure to Nominate a Prime Minister 

If a Prime Minister has not been nominated within forty days after a general election, or within 

sixty days of the death in office, resignation or removal of the former incumbent Prime Minister, 

the President, acting at his or her own discretion, shall nominate as Prime Minister the member 

of Parliament who in the President’s personal judgment is best able to command the confidence 

of a majority of the members of Parliament. The President’s nominee shall then be subject to a 

vote of investiture, to be held within five days; and if a majority of the members of Parliament 

vote against the nominee, Parliament shall be dissolved; otherwise, the nominee is confirmed.  

(84) Appointment of other Ministers 

The members Ministers other than the Prime Minister shall be appointed and dismissed by the 

President on the advice and with the counter-signature of the Prime Minister. The total number 

of Ministers shall not at any time exceed one-tenth of the number of members of Parliament. 

(85) Responsibility of Ministers 

The Council of Ministers shall be responsible to Parliament. If Parliament by an absolute 

majority of its members passes a vote of no confidence in the government, the Council of 

Ministers shall collectively resign within five days, and at the end of the fifth day after the 

passage of a vote of no confidence shall be deemed to have resigned, unless within the said 

period of five days Parliament is dissolved in accordance with the provisions of Article 59. 

(86) Ministers to be Members of Parliament 

Only members of Parliament may hold Ministerial office; provided, however, that a person who 

was a member of Parliament immediately before the most recent dissolution shall continue to be 

eligible for ministerial office until forty days after the general election following the dissolution.  

(87) Attorney-General  

There shall be an Attorney-General of the Republic, who shall be the chief legal advisor to the 

Council of Ministers. The Attorney-General shall be appointed by the President, on the advice of 

the Prime Minister, from amongst persons who are qualified to practice law and who have at 

least ten years’ legal practice experience. The Attorney-General shall have ministerial rank and 

shall be entitled to attend meetings of the Council of Ministers when invited to advise on legal 

matters, but shall not be a member of Parliament or of the Council of Ministers. In the exercise of 

any duties vested in the Attorney-General relating to public prosecutions, the Attorney-General 

shall act independently and shall not be subject to the direction of any other person or authority. 



Part VII. Judiciary 
 

(88) Judicial Power 

The judicial power shall be exercised by: (a) the Supreme Court, which shall have final appellate 

jurisdiction over all questions concerning the interpretation of this Constitution or the validity of 

any law or treaty having regard to the provision of this Constitution; and (b) such other civil and 

criminal courts, of appellate and original jurisdiction, as may be established by Act of Parliament. 

(89) Appointment of Judges 

The appointment of judges shall be vested in the President, who shall act on the advice of the 

Judicial Nominating Commission. One-third of the members of the Commission, including the 

Chairperson, shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Supreme Court from 

amongst former judges. One-third shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the 

Minister of Justice from amongst professors of law and representatives of the legal profession. 
One-third shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Parliamentary Bureau from 

amongst members of the public, to represent the general interest. Further provisions for the 

constitution, organization and operation of the Commission shall made by Act of Parliament.   

(90) Judicial Selection Criteria 

To be appointed as a judge it is necessary to be a citizen, at least thirty years of age, learned in 

law, and of sound mind and good character. The Judicial Nominating Commission shall openly 

advertise judicial vacancies and shall select candidates impartially, based on an assessment of 

their legal expertise, relevant experience, character, integrity and personal qualities.  

(91) Oath of Office 

Every judge upon being appointed shall take the following oath:- ‘I [name] will obey, uphold and 

defend the Constitution of Ruritania, and will perform my judicial duties to the best of my ability, 

doing equal right and justice to all, without fear or favour. (So help me God).’   

(92) Judicial Independence 

Judges are independent in the performance of their duties and subject only to the Constitution 

and the law. A judge shall not be a Member of Parliament, nor hold any other public office, nor 

have any other occupation incompatible with the dignity or independence of the judicial office. 

(93) Security of Tenure  

Subject to the provisions of Article 94, all judges shall enjoy security of tenure for life, or until 

reaching the age of retirement prescribed by law; provided, that a judge may voluntarily resign 

on grounds of illness or incapacity, or for personal or compassionate reasons. 

(94) Removal of Judges 

A judge may be removed from office, for treason, gross misconduct, neglect of duty, or 

incapacity, by a three-fourths majority vote of Parliament, upon the report and recommendation 

of the Judicial Nominating Commission; provided that the judge concerned shall have the right to 

examine the evidence presented against him and to defend himself before the said Commission.  

(95) Salaries and Allowances 

The salaries, allowances and other benefits of judges shall be determined by law but shall not be 

diminished during their continuance in office.  

(96) Prerogative of Mercy 

The right of pardon, and power to remit or commute sentences imposed and to remit the legal 

consequences of verdicts given by any courts exercising criminal jurisdiction, is hereby vested in 

the President, who shall exercise it on the advice of the Minister of Justice.  



 

Part VIII. Referendums 

 
(97) Provision for Referendums 

Parliament may make provision by law for the holding of: (a) binding national referendums on 

proposed amendments to the Constitution in accordance with Article 115; and (b) consultative 

national or local referendums on proposed legislative bills or on questions of general policy.  

(98) Restriction on Referendums 

A referendum shall not be held on any money bill, on contracting or repudiating public loans, on 

the appointment or removal of any person to public office, on any question which is properly a 

matter for the courts, on declarations of war or mobilization of the armed forces, on ratifying or 

denouncing treaties, or on any bill or policy proposal that would infringe the rights of minorities.  

(99) Verification of Referendums 

In order for a referendum to be held: (a) the Electoral Commission must certify that the question 

to be put to the people is clear, unambiguous, fair and balanced; and (b) the Supreme Court must 

certify that the referendum conforms to the requirements of the constitution and the law.    

(100) Effect of Referendums 

Referendums on the approval or rejection of constitutional amendment bills held in accordance 

with Article 115 shall be legally binding. Other referendums shall be advisory and non-binding.   

Part IX. Local Government 
 

(101) Divisions of Territory 

For the purposes of local self-government the territory of the Republic shall be divided by law 

into a convenient number of counties and counties shall be sub-divided into districts and cities.  

(102) Local Councils 

Each county, district and city shall be governed by a council, the members of which shall be 

elected by the enfranchised citizens resident in the locality, by proportional representation, 

according to law.  

(103) Local Executives 
Each local council shall elect from amongst its members: (a) a chairperson, who shall be chosen 
annually to preside over the council and to act as the civic and ceremonial representative of the 
locality; and (b) a council leader, who shall be responsible to the council and may be removed by 
the council by a vote of no-confidence, to provide executive leadership to the council and direct 
the local administration, Provided, that provision may be made by law for the direct election by 
the people of an executive mayor who shall combine policy leadership with civic representation.  
 
(104) Powers and Duties of Local Authorities 

Local councils shall have such fiscal, administrative and regulatory powers, and such duties and 

responsibilities related to local government functions, as may be vested in them by law or 

delegated to them according to law by the Council of Ministers.  

(105) Terms of Office 

Local councillors and mayors shall serve for terms of four years; provided, that in the event of 

war, invasion, or emergency, Parliament may, by a means of a resolution passed by a two-thirds 

majority vote, extend the term of office of any or all elected local authorities for up to six months. 



 

Part X. Administration, Integrity and Accountability 

 
(106) Civil Service 

There shall be a permanent, professional and non-partisan civil service. Civil servants shall be 

selected and promoted according to merit, and shall enjoy security of tenure during good 

behaviour. Their pay, organization and discipline shall be regulated by Act of Parliament. 

(107) Integrity of Public Officials 

Persons holding public office, including members of Parliament, Ministers, civil servants, those 

holding military, diplomatic or judicial office, and police officers, should act solely in terms of the 

public interest. They should not seek financial or other material benefits for themselves, their 

family, or friends, and should not place themselves under any financial or other obligation to 

individuals or organisations that might influence them in the performance of their official duties. 

They shall have a duty to declare any private interests relating to their public duties and to 

resolve any conflicts arising therefrom in a way that protects the public interest. Parliament 

shall have the authority to enforce these principles of good conduct by means of legislation. 

(108) Ombudsman 

Parliament shall appoint an independent and non-partisan Ombudsman, who shall act on behalf 

of petitioners to conduct investigations into alleged maladministration. The jurisdiction of the 

Ombudsman extends to all civil servants, local authority officers, employees of public services, 

and other public officials, excluding elected representatives and judges. The Ombudsman shall 

have the authority to direct remedial administrative action for redress of grievances, may make 

recommendations in annual reports to Parliament to reduce systemic failures of administration, 

and may seek legal redress through the courts. The Ombudsman shall hold office for a term of 

five years, which may be renewed only once, and shall not be removed except for negligence, 

misbehaviour or incapacity, on a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority vote of Parliament. 

(109) Auditor-General 

Parliament shall appoint an independent and non-partisan Auditor-General, who shall audit all 

accounts of funds administered by or under the authority of the Parliament and shall report to 

Parliament annually with his or her recommendations, in order to reduce waste and inefficiency 

and promote good management of public funds. The Auditor-General shall hold office for a term 

of five years, which may be renewed only once, and shall not be removed except for negligence, 

misbehaviour or incapacity, on a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority vote of Parliament. 

Part XI. Elections and Political Parties 

 
(110) Political Parties 

The Republic adopts a multi-party democratic system. There shall be no official party. Political 

parties may be freely established and may freely participate in the formation and expression of 
public opinion. The internal organization of parties must conform to democratic principles, and 

they must publicly account for their assets and for the sources and use of their funds. Provision 

for public funding of political parties, on an equitable and non-discriminatory basis, may be 

made by law. Parties that, by reason of their aims or the behaviour of their adherents, seek to 

undermine or abolish the free democratic basic order of the Republic shall be unconstitutional. 

The Supreme Court shall rule on the question of the unconstitutionality of a party on application 

by the Electoral Commission. Further provision relating to political parties may be made by law. 



(111) Voting Access 

Provision shall be made by law to ensure: (a) the automatic registration of voters; (b) the 

equitable and convenient location of polling places near to places of residence and business, 

such that people can vote without excessive inconvenience, giving consideration to population 

density, difficulty of travel and availability of transport; (c) the early opening and late closing of 

polls on the day of an election or referendum to allow as many people as possible an opportunity 

to vote; (d) the declaration of a day on which a parliamentary general election or constitutional 

referendum is to be held as a public holiday; (e) adequate provision for postal voting and proxy 

voting to enable those who are unable to attend the polls or to vote in person to cast a ballot. 

(112) Campaign Finance 

Parliament shall provide by law for the suppression of all corrupt and illicit practices in relation 

to elections and referendum campaigns, in order to ensure that elections and referendums are 

free and fair. This may include, but shall not be limited to: (a) regulating spending on elections 

and referendum campaigns by parties, candidates and other organizations or individuals; (b) 

ensuring equitable access to public broadcasting media for parties, candidates and referendum 

campaigns; (c) requiring all donations and other sources of funds for election campaigns and 

referendums to be openly declared; and (d) prohibiting all foreign and corporate donations.  

(113) Boundaries of Electoral Constituencies 

The boundaries of electoral constituencies shall be revised on a non-partisan basis after each 

decennial census, such that: (a) each constituency shall be a compact and contiguous area; (b) 

consideration is given to local government areas and historical communities; (c) the number of 

members to be elected in each constituency is in general proportional to the population thereof; 

and (d) the constituency boundaries shall not give an unfair advantage to any party or candidate.  

(114) Electoral Commission 

Parliament shall provide by law for the establishment of an independent and non-partisan 

Electoral Commission, the members of which shall be appointed by the President on the advice 

of the Supreme Court, and shall enjoy the same security of tenure as Supreme Court justices. The 

Electoral Commission shall be responsible for: (a) registering political parties; (b) conducting 

audits of their accounts; and (c) in general, supporting the administration and enforcement of 

the laws enacted in accordance with Articles 110, 111, 112 and 113 of this Constitution. The 

Electoral Commission may also advise Parliament with respect to the revision of those laws.  

 

Part XII. Constitutional Amendments 
 

(115) Constitutional Amendment Bills 

This constitution can be amended, by way of alteration, addition or repeal, only by means of an 

Act of Parliament passed in accordance with the provisions of this Article. A bill to amend the 

constitution: (a) may be introduced by the government or by at least one-fifth of the members of 

Parliament, but shall not be introduced or voted upon during a state of emergency; (b) must be 

designated as a bill to amend the constitution in its title; and (c) shall be passed by Parliament 

only if approved by at least two-thirds of the members of Parliament on its final reading. No bill 

to amend the constitution shall be submitted for presidential assent unless it has been approved 

by the people in a national referendum held in accordance with Part VIII of this Constitution. A 

bill to amend the contitution shall be deemed to have been so approved, and shall be submitted 

for presidential assent only if: (a) a majority of those voting in the referendum vote in favour of 

the amendment; and (b) those voting in favour amount to at least one-third of eligible voters. 


